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To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, Tuomas A. EDIson, of 
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of 
New Jersey, have invented an Improvement 
in Preparing Chemical Paper or other mate- 
rial for telegraphic purposes; and the follow- 
ing is declared to be a correct description of 
the same. 

Before my invention iodide of potassium 
had been employed in the preparation of 
chemical paper for receiving telegraphic com- 
munications by dots and dashes, and starch 
had been mixed with this solution of iodide 
of potassium to cause its adhesion to the pa- 
per. Inreceivingtelegraphiccommunications, 
while the paper remained damp, this operated 
very well, but when the paper became dry the 
starch was liable to crack and peel off. 

My invention is made to avoid the before- 
named difficulty, by using a vehicle for the 
iodide of potassium that will not crack or scale 
off the paper when dry. In order to make use 
of the starch in the solution, it is necessary to 
use hot water or to boil the same, otherwise 
the starch will not remain with uniformity 
throughout the solution during the soaking 
operation to which the paper is subjected. 


I have discovered that a very thin paste 
made of flour and water will retain the iodide 
of potassium uniformly in solution during the 
soaking operation to which the paper is sub- 
jected; it will not make the paper hard or 
brittle, but will penetrate the fabric, and no 
portion of the surface will crack or scale off 
when the paper becomes dry. Furthermore, 
during the time that the paper is kept moist 
ready for use, there is but little tendency to 
deteriorate or become injured by atmospheric 
influences, especially if kept in tin cans or 
jars, and if the paper becomes too dry it can 
easily be remoistened. 

I prefer that the flour and water be mixed 
together while the water is warm, and, I re- _ 
mark, that fine wheat flour is the best, but 
rye or other flour may be employed. 

I claim as my invention— ; 

The chemical paperfor telegraphic purposes, — 
prepared in the manner specified. 

Signed by me this 10th day of April, A. D. 
1872. ; : 


T, A. EDISON. 
Witnesses: 
Geo. T. PINCKNEY, 
CyHas. H. Sura. 


